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Abstract 
This paper proposes a model of the development of language about function. 
This model was developed by comparing Japanese teaching practices and national 
curriculum with generalized forms of van Hiele’s Levels.This paper points out features 
of van Hiele’s Levels and shows that they are also characteristies of the proposed levels 
of language about functions.These features include:language hierarchy,the existence of 
un-translatable concepts,a duality of object and method,and mathematical language 
and student thinking in context.The levels indicate that students’ development 
resemebles an expanding equilibration,rather than a monotonous increase of 
knowledge. 
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